82                              MR.     BALDWIN
States watching British, financial interests. Mr. Baldwin was chosen as his spokesman, and made himsfelf so valuable that he was soon appointed Joint Financial Secretary to the Treasury.1 He had stood up to the test of his new duties and in a few days under six months had moved from obscurity on the back benches to act as right hand man to the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
The recognition that Mr. Baldwin had obtained was hard earned, and such a foundation for success should not be past human understanding. In his new office he was popular throughout the House and even with the Press Bench. "This alert, straight-speaking man from Worcestershire/' said one paper, "gives the impression he knows what he is about. To listen to his crisp, clear-cut statements is to be conscious of a feeling that here is a Chancellor of the Exchequer, not nascent and in the making, but active and ready made. When the Unionist Government wants a Chancellor of the Exchequer he will be heard of/' It was no passing popularity, for when a vacancy as Speaker occurred in 1921 Mr* Baldwin's name was seriously considered as a possible candidate.
After the General Election in 1918 it has been seen that he was reappointed Financial Secretary to the Treasury; he came a Privy Councillor in June, 1920; and when Mr, Bonar Law resigned from the Coalition in 1921 it caused no surprise that Mr* Baldwin, who had first entered the Ministry on his reputation as a business man, should be created President of the Board of Trade to succeed Sir Robert Home. In the bye-election which followed Mr Baldwin received 14,500 votes to the sixteen hundred of his opponent.
In October, 1922, the Carlton Club meeting was held* Five days later Mr, Bonar Law had become Prime Minister. After five years* daily association with Mr, Baldwin, the new Prime Minister had no hesitation in making him his Chancellor of the Exchequer.
Mr. Baldwin had seized his opportunities and was called * June i3t